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invention was to increase the wealth of the owners and
bring more men into the mines and expose them to the
dangers of which fire-damp is one only. Hence Davy's
lamp was more important as an instrument of economics
than of safety.
Davy was feted and applauded in Britain and Europe.
He reiterated his magnanimous sentiments concerning his
sole interest in the cause of humanity, but he became more
than angry at the assertions of the friends of George
' Stephenson, who said that Stephenson deserved the priority
in the invention. The famous railway engineer was then
an obscure wheelwright at Killingworth Colliery. He was
independently working towards a safety-lamp designed with
fine holes for admitting the inflammable mixture of fire-
damp and air. His mechanical genius would probably have
enabled him to produce a perfected safety-lamp by per-
sistent trial and alteration. But he was groping towards
the solution, whereas Davy had swiftly analysed the problem
and solved it thoroughly.
On September 25th, 1817, Davy was presented with a
valuable set of plate by a committee of coa_-owners. In his
speech he referred to ''certain calumnious insinuations
which have arisen, not in the scientific world, for to that
the whole progress of my researches is well known, but in
a colliery. I must ever treat these insinuations with con-
tempt ... I could never have expected that such persons
would have engaged their respectable connexions in mean
attempts to impeach the originality of a discovery. ... I
do not envy them their feelings, particularly at the present
moment: I do not wish to inquire into their motives: I do
hope, however, that their conduct has been prompted by
ignorance rather than by malevolence, by misapprehension
rather than by ingratitude."
While Davy was being presented with plate, Stephenson
was being given a present by his admirers. Davy's senti-
ments concerning his sole interest in humanity were soiled
by his vituperation against honest George Stephenson. In
argument, if not in behaviour, the Davy party was, on the
whole, in the right, but there is little doubt that without